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©° HreTEAIY *+9 e~ “The description given by
Sankaradeva tends to imply that during his own time there
were people in the society who followed a degenerated
Buddhist Tantricism of Vajrayana form. ...Such people were
indulging in a lot of immorality without having any respect of
food and sex. They were all heretics secking only sexual
gratification. There was only an occult debased Buddhism
and not the noble faith propagated by the compassionate
Buddha.”(The Comprehensive History of Assam, Vol.3,
P.241-242, Editor: H.K.Barpujari).
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7#%, “In the seventh century A. D. there evolved the Tantric
Buddhism through the fision of Sakta Tantricism and Buddhist
ideas. Tn the Buddhist Tantric circle Kamrupa or Kamakhya has
been recognied as an important holy place(pitha).”( The
Comprehensive History of Assam, Vol.1, P. 318).
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@A | (9€ (372 (@ “ In the field of religion, the period had a
unique position. The debased forms of later Buddhism known
asthe Vajrayana and Sahajia were at first succeeded by Saktism.
The Saktism and the Trantriksm mingled with pseudo-
Buddhistic culture were the predominating religion of ancient
Kamrupa. Kamakhya was the centre of Tantric culture and its
fame spread throughout India. At that time study of religion
was confined to the erudite section of the people, i. c.
Brahmins.” ( The Hlslmy of Medieval Assam, P. 260)

FeFAlE 4412 (02 “In actual practice the Vajrayana
system was against religion and morality. It defined nirvana as
mahasukha and explained the condition of the Boddhi-mind in
Nirvana as in the embrace of awoman. ... Religion and morality
were at the lowest ebb when this system flourished in India." (
Readmg in the History and Culture of Assam, P. 15).”
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5fafEs | @2 2piere Bin (7 4féT Huang Xichuan( Dy.
Director, The Institute of South Asian Studies, Beijing
University) 4 (%% - ..in its last stage Buddhism mixed with
Hinduism again; in other words, Vajrayana mixed with Sakta. It
is almost difficult to distinguish between Vajra-Yana and Sakta,
cither in the object of worship, the god- spirits or in the religious
rituals. Both in theory and practice Chinese Taoism has some
thing common with Saktah.... Among the practices of Saktah
there is “ double body” (maithuna or sexual union); among the
practices of Taoism there is the “art of sexual intercourse)”. ...
the well known Sakta master, Vasistha, once paid a visit to
China specially for the purpose of leaming Cinacara from
Chinese Taoists.”( Freedom of Progress @ Society, Editors: R.

ian and Sibjiban Bhattacharya, P. 132).

S TR WfEE (T 4, O «red, S,
SRS ol o2 (FAT o Wi FECA Agd e wefig
cocktail T2 FERAC CRE TEA TE T | v e e
CRIE- ot Ot (Ta 4 AT W S [9re (2
Affes | @2 wifgeer q=el wnpR 2y sraE gl 2
Awzifarel wifiq e AfifEfe <b1 9 Rk (42
AR AAE W TS, 7 8¢) |

T AT TR R e <A FRRT ofF IS
(R FERE T3, (e T 7 (eI 28" 4 137 ©rae

@I TAFH AR JLFe " ( AT AR, AT § T
A (€9, 7 R00) |

0 TR TS 25T Sfafe FEl
AZZ JEGIAT ~E0Z WM, T TR 77 we ARAE T Raw
= | ©° ATFE FF e SHE- “The companionship of a
woman is the prime requisite of a Vamacari devotee.” (The
Mother Goddess Kamakhya, P. 4 7).
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Tantuk rituals with many abominable corruptions were also

practised in Assam in the centuries before the birth of
Sankardeva. The Tantrik mode of worship consisted of elaborate
rituals including occasionally human sacrifices. Magic,
mantra(the word of power), and other esoteric practices were
considered the easiest means of attaining salvation. Whatever
may be the efficacy of Tantrik worship as a means of salvation,
there can be no denying the fact that it led eventually to moral
decadence, social corruption, perversion, and blasphemy.”
(History of Assamese Lnemture, 1964, p. 19).
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